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history. " Pigs is pigs " — and Vitellius is Vitellius. In the last part of 
the book the author has attained a certain shadowy scheme of progress — 
the development of the new humanitarian Stoic spirit, beginning with 
Seneca, progressing through Titus and Trajan and reaching its apogee 
in Aurelius. Curiously enough the attitude of these men toward their 
imperial duties is made to rest upon the influence of Seneca's moral 
essays on wrath, clemency, and the like (pp. 258 and 272). The re- 
viewer finds it difficult to believe in such a direct and powerful influence 
of the cold-storage philosophic essays of Seneca. They are nothing 
more than an earlier literary expression of a great social movement 
which finds its political expression under the Antonines. The decisions 
as to the character and importance of the great Romans are extremely 
subjective and apt to arouse one's antagonism. Few readers will accede 
to the author's evident preference of Titus over Vespasian, " der platte 
und etwas sehr triviale Mann" (p. 251). This may be a true character- 
ization from the biographical standpoint. If Rostowzew's conclusion is 
correct (Geschichte des Romischen Kolonates), that the organization of 
the imperial domains is to be ascribed to Vespasian, it is certainly not 
true historically. Incidents and details cited are sometimes quite trivial. 
One fails to find any importance in the question whether 2000 fish and 
7000 birds were eaten at the banquet given to Vitellius in Rome (p. 247). 
The book is illustrated with beautiful photographs of ancient portrait 
busts. As a series of character studies it is very interesting for popular 
reading; but it is not a "world-picture" and it adds nothing to our 
knowledge of the great economic movements of the time, and little upon 
the larger social changes. 

W. L. Westermann. 

L'Impero Romano e il Cristimesimo. By Alfonso Manaresi. 

(Turin: Fratelli Bocca. 1914. Pp. xv, 597.) 

This work is a comprehensive but not a detailed study of the rela- 
tions between the Christian Church and the Roman State from the 
reign of the Emperor Claudius to that of Constantine. The tone is 
conservative and constructive. The author aims merely at collecting 
and presenting well-established facts and conclusions. He uses only 
documents which he considers of unquestionable authenticity, and re- 
lieves his pages of long and perhaps futile critical discussion by paying 
no attention to those which are doubtful or spurious. He has no new 
theories of an historical or juridical character to explain the opposition 
between Christianity and the Roman State, and unless in a few cases, 
where he considers he has sound reasons for his opinion, he is satisfied 
with giving the theories of •others 1 without attempting to decide between 
them. Though the works of recent authors in many languages have 
been carefully studied and analyzed, quotations from them are com- 
mendably infrequent, the narrative being made to justify itself by its 
direct dependence on primary sources. 
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The plan followed is chronological. After a searching but not ex- 
haustive discussion of the sources, the author takes up Roman tolerance 
in matters of religion in connection with the hostility exhibited towards 
the Christians, and shows there was nothing inconsistent in the attitude 
of the Roman emperors and statesmen. Tolerance was a result of the 
prevailing religious syncretism, from which by their exclusiveness the 
Christians shut themselves out, and persecution was the logical result 
of the traditional Roman jealousy and fear of foreign religions. Closer 
acquaintance with the history of political theory might have revealed 
deeper and more fundamental constitutional reasons for the irreconcil- 
able opposition between the new religion and the Roman State. 

The conservatism of the author is nowhere better shown than in his 
unqualified adherence to the view that Nero was guilty of the con- 
flagration which caused such destruction in Rome in the year 64. 
Fear of popular vengeance caused Nero to cast the blame on the 
Christians, and hence the first great assault on the followers of Christ. 
Such opinions will, perhaps, seem reactionary to many modern students 
of the subject, but the author is no doubt justified in going back to the 
traditional opinion in view of the conflict of ideas prevailing among 
those who oppose it. From chapter to chapter the narrative proceeds 
with the same calm exclusion of speculation and critical discussion. 
Constant attention, however, is paid to the constitutional changes in 
the empire and to the conflict between the senatorial and the military 
factions as factors in determining the fate of the Church. 

On the various topics which arise in connection with the persecution 
of the Christians, as e. g., the causes of the persecutions, the existence 
of special legislation prior to the Rescript of Trajan, the right of the 
Church to a corporate, legal existence, Manaresi propounds no new 
theories. The statement that "the Christian social programme which 
was fundamentally democratic" aroused the enmity of the dominant 
aristocracy in the time of the Antonines, is misleading in form rather 
than in import. The Christians themselves were hardly aware that they 
had a social programme, and the fact that the Christian organization 
was not attacked until the time of Decius proves that the Romans were 
not alive to its social import in the second century. 

The work is an excellent summary of what has been accomplished 
in a difficult and debatable department of research. It shows close 
reading of the works of others; it is fortified by careful and accurate 
references (though Hardy, p. 201, note, should read Ramsay), and it 
contains an excellent bibliography, and a well-chosen though scanty 
collection of texts. 

Patrick J. Healy. 



